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1. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
In line with the school’s overall ethos and aims, the British International School, Belgrade (BIS) aims 

to provide a broad and stimulating curriculum which challenges every pupil, encourages intellectual 

curiosity and independence and prepares the way for lifelong learning. We strive to create a rich and 

stimulating environment where pupils feel confident, have a love of learning and achieve high 

standards. We aim to ensure that our curriculum gives pupils the opportunity to develop skills and 

knowledge which will enable them to make effective choices, foster independence and create learners 

who are confident in the use of technology, have the skills to access knowledge and develop their 

practical and problem-solving skills. 

We endeavour to provide wide-ranging and high-quality experiences in the following areas and 

individual lesson plans and schemes of work take into account the ages, aptitudes and needs of all 

pupils, including those pupils with special educational needs: 

Linguistic: To develop skills in communication, command of language through listening, speaking, 

reading and writing; this aspect will be evident in all of the subject areas listed below. There are also 

specific lessons in written and spoken English. 

Mathematical: To develop the ability to calculate effectively, to understand and appreciate 

relationships and patterns in number and space and to develop the capacity to think logically and 

express opinions clearly. This is achieved through rigorous mathematical exercises, reasoning and 

solving a variety of problems. 

Scientific: To increase knowledge and understanding of nature, materials and physical processes and 

develop the skills associated with science as a process of discovering new knowledge. 

Technological: To include the use of a variety of technologies; developing, planning and 

communicating ideas, working with tools, equipment, materials and components to produce good 

quality products and evaluate processes and products. 

Human and Social: To increase knowledge and understanding of people, environments and how 

human action influences events and conditions. 

Physical: To develop physical control and co-ordination, tactical skills and imaginative responses and 

an ability to evaluate and improve personal performances. Pupils also gain a knowledge and 

understanding of the basic principles of fitness and health. 

Aesthetic and Creative: To develop knowledge, skills and understanding of the processes of making, 

composing and inventing. 

Curriculum content is provided through the teaching of individual subjects, as outlined in section 3.0. 

Subject matter and teaching activities are designed to be appropriate for the ages and aptitudes of all 

pupils, including those pupils with additional educational needs (AEN), while extending and 

challenging their ideas and experiences. All pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress 

and are prepared for their experiences beyond their education at BIS. Individual lesson plans and 



Curriculum Policy 

3 

 

 

schemes of work take into account the ages, aptitudes and needs of all pupils, including those pupils 

with special educational needs In addition, this curriculum aims to uphold Fundamental British Values, 

including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of those 

with different faiths and beliefs. 

2. CURRICULUM PROVISION AND TIME ALLOCATION 

2.1 Time allocation 

Primary 
Provision is made for pupils to acquire skills in English, Mathematics and Personal Social Health and 

Economic Education (PSHEE), which reflect the aims and ethos of the school. With some adaptations 

to reflect the international nature of the school, the educational programme is based on the National 

Curriculum in England 2014 for the discrete teaching of English, Mathematics, Science and Computing 

The teaching of History, Geography and Design Technology, through themed topics, is adapted to 

meet the needs of our international pupils and focuses on the development of explicit knowledge and 

skills development in context, while linking to the requirements of the National Curriculum in England 

where appropriate. BIS provides a programme of visual arts, music in addition to a physical education 

programme. 

For those children who do not have a secure use of spoken and written English, English as an additional 

language (EAL) lessons are provided. Modern Foreign Languages (French, German and Serbian) are 

taught to children in Key Stage 2, provided they do not require EAL lessons. 

Although Religious Education is not formally taught at BIS, pupils gain an awareness of spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development throughout their daily school life, individual lessons, assemblies and 

dedicated PSHEE studies. 

The Early Years curriculum is based on the individual needs of the child and follows the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Framework. It endeavours to give all children the best start in life and to support 

them in fulfilling their potential. The curriculum aims to ensure that all children learn and develop well 

and are kept healthy and safe. It provides them with a foundation for their future school career and 

gives them a broad range of knowledge and skills that enables progress through school and life. There 

are seven areas of learning and development: the prime areas of learning develop the children’s 

curiosity, enthusiasm and capacity for learning and forming relationships through Communication and 

Language, Physical Development and Personal, Social and Emotional Development. These are 

supported by four specific areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts 

and Design. 

Secondary 
We offer a broad and balanced curriculum provision which is forensically crafted and personalised to 

meet the needs of our young people. Our curriculum goes beyond the expectation of the National 

Curriculum by interweaving across all curriculum areas, the development of: 

• SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) 

• Fundamental British Values (Democracy, The Rule of Law, Individual Liberty, Mutual respect, 

and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs) 

• RSHE (Relationship, Sex and Health Education) 
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• PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic) 

• Numeracy and Literacy (incl. Reading, Writing and Oracy) 

Our learners, regardless of background and ability, build breadth and depth in knowledge and skills 

across all subjects supported through our carefully planned Iterative teaching and assessment. Our 

carefully considered approach to iterative assessment ensures all learners learn more and remember 

more. 

Curriculum and Rubric Mapping 

This is a meticulously planned documentation which provides a five- year strategic overview of the 

skills and knowledge students will develop, when these will be taught and assessed through Iterative 

Assessments. AT key stage 3 we use Cambridge schemes of work in the core subjects; Maths, 

English, Science. In other subjects we blend the English national curriculum with lesson and schemes 

of work designed by professionals in their field. The curriculum design is based on six core principles: 

• Knowledge and Vocabulary rich 

• Sequenced and Coherent 

• Flexible 

• Evidence based 

• Accessible 

• Diverse 

Iterative Assessment 

This is the process of assessing the accumulation of knowledge overtime. We do not focus solely on 

what has been taught most recently, instead, we assess students in terms of current and prior 

learning. 

Students will be regularly tested against knowledge and skills that have been delivered through the 

curriculum. The curriculum is driven through a detailed professional understanding of the curriculum 

and examination rubric. 

Forensic Reading 

As they spend their time with us, our children and young adults will establish a coastal shelf of 

knowledge, vocabulary, understanding, phraseology and experience that forms a basis for success in 

difficult examinations and the challenges of adult life beyond their time with us. Forensic Reading 

will expose students to challenging, complex and academic texts which will not only develop 

students’ vocabulary but also their ability to appreciate what makes a great writer. 

2.2 Timetabling - Primary 

The table below lists the subjects taught in Years 1 to 6 and the optimal time allocated to each 

subject. In addition, there is a certain amount of ‘discretionary time’ available on each timetable, 

which may be used to add to given subject times. Adaptations are also made to allow for the 

individual needs of children in each class. 

Time allocated is suggested in terms of blocks of 30-60 minutes, to allow flexibility in timetabling 

across the curriculum.. 
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KS1 
 

Lessons 
Total 
hours 

KS2 
 

Lessons 
Total 
hours 

English Reading 4 x 0.5 2 English Reading 4 x 0.5 2 

 English 5 5  English 5 5 

 Phonics 4 x 0.5 2 Mathematics  5 5 

Mathematics  5 5 Science  2 2 

Science  2 2 ICT  1 1 

ICT  1 1 Humanities  2 2 

Humanities  2 2 Art/DT  2 2 

Art/DT  2 2 PSHE  1 1 

PSHE  1 1 MFL  2 2 

PE  3 3 PE  3 3 

Music  1 1 Music  1 1 

Singing  0.5 0.5 Singing  0.5 0.5 

Assembly  0.5 0.5 Assembly  0.5 0.5 

Library  0.5 0.5 Library  0.5 0.5 

Total   27.5 Total   27.5 

 
2.3 Timetabling – Secondary 

Each period is 40 minutes. Lessons will either be a duration of 40 minutes or 80 minutes 

Key stage 3 
 

English 4 History 3 

Maths 5 Serbian studies (Y7 only) 2 

Combined Science 4 Citizenship (Y8 only) 2 

Computing 2 PSHEE 1 

Global Perspectives 2 MFL 3 
Geography 2 Music 2 

Art 2 Drama 1 

PE 4 Form time 1 

 
Key stage 4 

Students study 9 IGCSES. These are timetabled for 4 x 40 minutes per subject. 
 

Compulsory Subject Options (4 x 40 mins). 

English 4 Biology English Literature 

Mathematics 4 Chemistry Geography 

PSHE 1 Physics IT 

PE 3 Combined Science Computer Science 
  IGCSE Physical Education Environmental Management 
  Art History 
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Key stage 5 

Students study up to 4 A levels. These are timetabled for 6 x 40 minutes per subject. In addition, 

students are timetabled for the following times: 

PSHE: 40 x 1 Form time: 40 x 1 

2.4 Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

Our PSHE Curriculum reflects the aims and ethos of the school and is embedded in everyday school 

life. 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHEE) plays an important part in the 

development of the pupils as well-rounded and happy individuals. Although PSHEE lessons are 

allocated a specific time slot on the time-table, we recognise that it is very much a cross-curricular 

subject and valued in all areas of school life. During PSHEE time, we encourage pupils to discuss 

issues that not only relate to themselves but also wider issues that will develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the world in which they live. This includes the explicit education in respecting for 

other people no matter what age, ability, beliefs and lifestyles. Our programme is designed to 

prepare our pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 

Our curriculum encourages respect for other people bearing in mind ‘protected characteristics’ 

under the Equality Act 2010. The protected characteristics are: 

• age. 

• disability. 

• gender reassignment. 

• marriage and civil partnership. 

• pregnancy and maternity. 

• race. 

• religion or belief. 

• sex. 
 

 

2.5 Relationships Education 

Relationships education is carried out principally within PSHE lessons, and is dealt with across the 

years according to the needs and maturity of pupils at different ages. Relationships Education 

teaches children about healthy relationships, including the concepts of friendship and privacy. 

2.6 Differentiation 

The school makes all staff aware of the differing needs of pupils, including those who are considered 

to be more able. We believe that the needs of pupils can be successfully catered for by 

differentiation of the curriculum in and outside of lessons; teachers find ways to challenge pupils in 

an inclusive way. A variety of teaching and learning methods and materials are used in all subjects to 

suit pupils’ differing needs and ensure that all pupils have the opportunity to learn and make 

progress. 
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2.7 Enrichment and extension of the curriculum 

The curriculum is enriched and extended through a programme of curricular and cross-curricular 

activities including intellectual, creative and sporting activities. These are viewed as an essential 

aspect of the school’s curriculum. 

We provide pupils with a wealth of first-hand experiences, placing a strong emphasis on educational 

visits and residential trips. We aim for each year group to experience at least one educational visit 

per term, as we believe that day trips for all year groups enhance the curriculum and enable us to 

make the most of our culturally rich local environment. The school has residential visits for pupils 

with the aim of increasing the pupils’ educational experiences and developing independence. 

2.8 Homework 

Regular homework is a valuable aspect of the learning process and contributes to the development 

of sound study habits. It encourages pupils to develop the habit of independent study and promotes 

application and self-discipline. It also presents a regular opportunity to reinforce skills that have 

been learnt in the classroom. Homework has a valuable role to play in involving parents in their 

children’s learning, allowing them to show interest and give support where necessary. 

2.9 PE and sport 

Pupils are required to participate in all physical education programmes. A child who is not 

considered fit enough to take part in PE or swimming is not normally considered fit to be in school. A 

note from parents exempting their child from such activities is not acceptable and, without a 

medical note, pupils are expected to take part in the activity. Parents will be advised if the regulatory 

requirements are not met. 

2.10 Equal opportunities and disabilities 

In accordance with the statutory requirements, the school aims to make the curriculum accessible to 

all pupils as far as is reasonably practicable. The school has a policy regarding access for pupils with 

additional educational needs, which is available to parents on request. 

The school maintains a register of children with additional needs and seeks to make all staff of the 

differing needs of such pupils. 

3. 0 CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS 
Parents who have concerns about any aspect of the curriculum should normally discuss these in the 

first instance with the class teacher (see Complaints policy). 


